


Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/
kg DM 

%DM 

Pdk 42 8 Jun 16.7 30.1 4.0 12.9 43.7 23.2 85.1 12.5 18.3 
Pdk 9 8 Jun 12.9 26.3 4.2 17.0 39.8 20.7 88.2 >12.7 17.5 
Pdk 28 21 Sep 17.3 25.3 4.5 19.0 43.8 23.5 86.3 12.7 14.5 
Pdk 23 21 Sep 28.0 20.9 4.7 21.6 45.9 24.2 85.4 12.6 16.3 
Pdk 5 25 Oct 15.8 30.4 5.2 12.4 44.5 24.2 84.9 12.5 13.9 
Pdk 30 25 Oct 15.2 22.7 4.5 14.7 44.3 24.0 81.5 12.1 15.4 
Pk 45 27 Nov 8.9 21.9 3.8 14.4 56.2 27.3 78.9 11.7 16.0 
Pk 25 27 Nov 12.0 27.6 3.9 16.1 45.8 23.2 86.5 12.7 14.8 
Pdk 22 11 Jan 17.0 30.4 4.9 13.3 47.1 25.0 84.0 12.1 12.4 
Pdk 8 11 Jan 16.1 26.0 3.7 17.8 47.8 25.9 84.0 12.1 13.6 
Pdk 44 8 Feb 13.8 24.1 4.5 11.7 54.9 26.9 79.0 11.7 18.2 
Pdk 43 8 Feb 14.3 33.1 5.8 9.7 42.9 23.7 81.8 11.5 17.9 
Pdk 13 8 Mar 14.2 30.3 4.7 13.8 47.7 23.0 >85 12.7 15.6 
Pdk 5 8 Mar 15.2 28.0 4.8 16.0 47.6 24.5 >85 12.5 17.3 
Pdk 20 12 Apr 16.8 29.4 4.2 15.1 45.8 23.0 >85 >12.7 14.7 
Pdk 28 12 Apr 14.8 31.0 4.8 13.5 45.6 23.3 >85 >12.7 13.3 
Pdk 22 3 May 22.3 28.4 5.1 12.9 47.8 24.1 83.2 11.9 12.0 
Pdk 29 3 May 16.0 29.7 5.2 12.0 47.8 23.3 82.9 11.7 11.3 
Pk 23 14 Jun  32.3 6.1 10.7 36.1 22.8 85.9 12.2 12.4 
Pk 42 14 Jun  31.8 5.6 9.4 44.5 24.1 84.7 12.1 12.4 

 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM 

Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 23.3 3.6 21.6 37.9 20.4 87.5 >12.7 18.0 
Jacob 2 8 Jun 18.9 23.6 4.6 17.4 38.5 22.6 81.9 12.1 18.9 
Jacob 2 21 Sep 20.1 26.6 5.3 22.6 37.8 22.0 89.1 >12.7 19.2 
4 
Newgrass 

21 Sep 
14.1 28.3 5.6 20.0 40.0 21.3 91.2 >12.7 18.7 

Old Sheep 
yards 

20 Oct 
24.3 22.2 5.3 14.1 44.8 24.3 82.0 12.0 18.2 

Roadside 20 Oct 17.5 20.6 5.6 18.1 40.3 23.6 82.3 11.9 16.1 
Reids 27 Nov 19.9 24.4 3.9 19.1 46.3 24.6 86.2 >12.7 15.8 
Plain 6 27 Nov 20.8 25.1 4.8 21.6 42.2 19.5 91.9 >12.7 14.7 
4 
Newgrass 

11 Jan 
20.5 24.3 4.6 20.7 42.4 22.8 >85 >12.7 16.4 

West Nolan 11 Jan 21 26.8 4.6 17.4 51.0 24.8 84.3 12.4 13.8 
Totara East 8 Feb 18.3 26.1 5.3 16.1 49.9 23.6 83.5 12.3 16.3 
Totara W 8 Feb 17.8 19.6 4.8 20.0 48.9 23.4 82.4 12.2 19.2 
Outside 
Little Grey 

8 Mar 
15.0 27.4 3.9 15.1 48.7 23.4 83.7 >12.7 18.4 

Back 
Foster 

8 Mar 
17.9 25.7 4.4 16.3 47.8 24.2 82.4 12.2  

Schwass 12 Apr 16.8 28.0 4.9 21.5 42.4 24.0 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Reids 12 Apr 20.6 29.4 5.3 21.3 38.6 21.5 >85 >12.7 17.7 
Jacob 1 3 May 17.9 30.1 5.9 15.8 44.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 12.9 
Jacob 3 3 May 18.7 29.8 5.8 16.6 42.3 22.6 >85 12.6 13.6 
3NewGrass 14Jun  29.8 6.0 14.6 35.2 20.1 89.4 >12.7 17.9 
BackPayne 14 Jun  30.2 5.9 19.0 31.1 20.4 91.6 >12.7 17.5 
 



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS

% 
NDF

% 
ADF

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM

Pdk 33 10 Jun 13.4 28.2 4.2 12.4 46.5 22.8 85.6 12.6 14.3 
Pdk 35 10 Jun 15.9 23.4 4.1 13.3 43.9 24.0 81.3 12.0 14.0 
Pdk 22 22 Sep 12.7 27.6 5.2 18.9 40.0 22.2 88.5 >12.7 14.9 
Pdk 38 22 Sep 11.6 28.8 5.6 16.6 39.1 21.9 88.0 12.7 14.6 
Pdk 17 21 Oct 17.8 24.1 5.1 15.6 45.4 23.8 84.0 12.2 14.9 
Pdk 20 21 Oct 18.9 23.5 4.8 15.0 46.5 25.2 82.0 11.8 15.4 
Pdk 18 27 Nov 17.0 22.4 3.5 16.5 55.8 28.4 80.7 12.0 15.5 
Pdk 25 27 Nov 20.3 18.4 3.5 14.8 60.5 30.0 72.8 11.0 18.9 
Pdk 41 12 Jan 9.9 29.2 5.1 16.2 43.9 24.7 85.1 12.3 14.7 
Pdk 15 12 Jan 12.9 25.3 5.3 16.5 46.5 23.7 81.9 12.0 14.2 
Pdk 30 9 Feb 13.4 27.3 4.7 11.8 53.8 26.3 78.2 11.0 18.6 
Pdk 25 9 Feb 9.1 25.7 4.8 6.4 62.2 29.6 71.1 9.9 16.5 
Pdk 29 9 Mar 15.4 31.1 4.1 13.7 48.6 22.8 >85 12.7 14.6 
Pdk 40 9 Mar 13.7 29.1 4.5 13.8 50.0 22.4 >85 >12.7 16.5 
Pdk 46 13 Apr 15.7 25.6 4.6 20.8 43.4 23.5 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 49 13 Apr 11.8 28.1 5.1 16.8 44.8 22.9 >85 >12.7 14.6 
Pdk 29 4 May 12.4 27.9 5.3 14.3 51.0 24.5 84.0 12.1 13.2 
Pdk 31 4 May 12.8 26.2 5.0 13.2 50.2 24.3 84.5 12.2 13.0 
Pk 11A 14/06/10  21.4 4.3 16.9 41.1 22.8 85.1 12.6 20.1 
Pk 11B 14/06/10  23.6 4.7 16.0 38.8 22.9 84.4 12.4 20.9 

 
 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS

% 
NDF

% 
ADF

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM 

Pdk 22 10 Jun 15.7 23.9 4.1 14.8 44.4 21.6 85.4 >12.7 12.4 
Pdk 28 10 Jun 13.3 28.6 4.8 14.2 39.2 20.0 86.4 >12.7 12.4 
Pdk 28 23 Sep 13.9 35.6 6.3 14.4 35.1 21.4 91.3 >12.7 11.5 
Pdk 11 23 Sep 11.2 29.0 5.6 17.9 39.4 22.2 89.2 >12.7 11.3 
Pdk 14 22 Oct 11.7 26.5 5.8 11.7 43.6 23.8 82.1 11.9 14.5 
Pdk 3 22 Oct 12.2 27.3 5.9 14.4 35.3 22.4 83.9 12.1 13.6 
Pdk 19 27 Nov 19.1 19.2 4.0 21.0 47.2 25.2 83.3 12.3 17.9 
Pdk 40 27 Nov 15.3 24.3 4.5 17.9 49.0 24.7 85.8 12.6 13.7 
Pdk 20 13 Jan 13.8 16.2 3.6 26.2 49.0 25.5 84.6 >12.7 16.2 
Pdk 24 13 Jan 12.7 19.1 4.3 21.5 47.7 24.2 82.6 12.4 16.5 
Pdk 5 10 Feb 17.3 25.4 4.8 11.6 48.2 24.6 79.4 11.3 13.1 
Pdk 21 10 Feb 13.5 26.4 5.0 13.2 48.7 25.3 80.6 11.5 13.9 
Pdk 15 10 Mar 12.9 27.9 4.3 14.4 46.9 24.4 84.0 12.2 14.2 
Pdk 40 10 Mar 13.7 30.4 4.1 13.3 47.7 26.0 84.4 12.1 12.4 
Pdk 7 14 Apr 16.0 31.6 5.4 12.3 42.4 22.8 >85 >12.7 11.6 
Pdk 40 14 Apr 15.9 30.6 5.5 14.8 40.6 22.4 >85 12.6 11.7 
Pdk 4 5 May 12.0 28.3 5.4 14.6 42.7 23.3 83.3 11.9 11.5 
Pdk 18 5 May 12.0 28.6 6.0 17.3 38.2 22.8 >85 12.4 11.6 
Pk 6 14 Jun  29.1 5.8 10.7 39.6 23.5 88.3 12.5 14.0 
Pk 35 14 Jun  31.4 5.8 11.6 37.0 21.2 87.5 12.7 13.3 

 



 
Westland Monitor Farm Project 

 
Weekly Update – 4 August 2010 

 
Average pasture growth rate at the beginning of August 2010 is higher than that 
recorded in the same period in 2009.  On all farms growth is similar or higher than 
the previous season.  Some of this higher growth rate could be attributed to higher 
average soil temperatures this season.  All farms are recording soil temperatures 1 to 
3 C higher than last season. 
 
The average pasture cover on the Ikamatua and Westport farms is similar or higher 
than that recorded at the start of the 2009 season.  In contrast APC at Kotuku is 100 
kg DM/ha less than last season.  Over 450 ha this equates to 45 tonne less pasture 
on the farm.  Similarly the Kowhitirangi farm APC is 74 kg/ha less than last season, a 
drop in pasture available of 7 tonne. 
 
The Ikamatua farm is bringing cows back as they near calving and at the start of last 
week had approximately 35% of the herd back on the milking platform.  The 
Kowhitirangi and Westport farms have wintered all cows on the milking platform. 
 
Calving has started on 3 of the farms. 
 
 
CO comment 
 
Feeding PKE during the transition period (to springers and colostrum cows) can 
increase the risk of milk fever according to Dr. John Roche. PKE is very high in 
phosphorus (0.7% DM) and phosphorus prevents the final stage of the activation of 
Vitamin D in the kidneys.  Vitamin D is important in calcium metabolism and therefore 
the prevention of milk fever. PKE can still be feed to during the transition period 
however a maximum intake of 3 kg DM/cow/day is recommended and cows need to 
receive adequate magnesium supplementation. 
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha)  2010 2430 1925 1620 
APC 4 Aug 2009 2013 2381 2023 1694 
Rotation length (days) 150 - - 95 
Stocking rate 2.7  0.3 4.4 
% in milk 6 6 1 0 
Milksolids kg/cow - - - - 
Milksolids kg/ha - - - - 
N  (kg/ha) year to date - - - - 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 2.9 - 5 4.5 
Soil temperature (°C) 21 Jul 11.0 8.5 7.4 8.8 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 10 7 4 7 
Rainfall 175 104 207 156 
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  Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku 

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 42 8 Jun 16.7 30.1 4.0 12.9 43.7 23.2 85.1 12.5 18.3 
Pdk 9 8 Jun 12.9 26.3 4.2 17.0 39.8 20.7 88.2 >12.7 17.5 
Pdk 28 21 Sep 17.3 25.3 4.5 19.0 43.8 23.5 86.3 12.7 14.5 
Pdk 23 21 Sep 28.0 20.9 4.7 21.6 45.9 24.2 85.4 12.6 16.3 
Pdk 5 25 Oct 15.8 30.4 5.2 12.4 44.5 24.2 84.9 12.5 13.9 
Pdk 30 25 Oct 15.2 22.7 4.5 14.7 44.3 24.0 81.5 12.1 15.4 
Pk 45 27 Nov 8.9 21.9 3.8 14.4 56.2 27.3 78.9 11.7 16.0 
Pk 25 27 Nov 12.0 27.6 3.9 16.1 45.8 23.2 86.5 12.7 14.8 
Pdk 22 11 Jan 17.0 30.4 4.9 13.3 47.1 25.0 84.0 12.1 12.4 
Pdk 8 11 Jan 16.1 26.0 3.7 17.8 47.8 25.9 84.0 12.1 13.6 
Pdk 44 8 Feb 13.8 24.1 4.5 11.7 54.9 26.9 79.0 11.7 18.2 
Pdk 43 8 Feb 14.3 33.1 5.8 9.7 42.9 23.7 81.8 11.5 17.9 
Pdk 13 8 Mar 14.2 30.3 4.7 13.8 47.7 23.0 >85 12.7 15.6 
Pdk 5 8 Mar 15.2 28.0 4.8 16.0 47.6 24.5 >85 12.5 17.3 
Pdk 20 12 Apr 16.8 29.4 4.2 15.1 45.8 23.0 >85 >12.7 14.7 
Pdk 28 12 Apr 14.8 31.0 4.8 13.5 45.6 23.3 >85 >12.7 13.3 
Pdk 22 3 May 22.3 28.4 5.1 12.9 47.8 24.1 83.2 11.9 12.0 
Pdk 29 3 May 16.0 29.7 5.2 12.0 47.8 23.3 82.9 11.7 11.3 
Pk 23 14 Jun  32.3 6.1 10.7 36.1 22.8 85.9 12.2 12.4 
Pk 42 14 Jun  31.8 5.6 9.4 44.5 24.1 84.7 12.1 12.4 

 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 23.3 3.6 21.6 37.9 20.4 87.5 >12.7 18.0 
Jacob 2 8 Jun 18.9 23.6 4.6 17.4 38.5 22.6 81.9 12.1 18.9 
Jacob 2 21 Sep 20.1 26.6 5.3 22.6 37.8 22.0 89.1 >12.7 19.2 
4 
Newgrass 

21 Sep 
14.1 28.3 5.6 20.0 40.0 21.3 91.2 >12.7 18.7 

Old Sheep 
yards 

20 Oct 
24.3 22.2 5.3 14.1 44.8 24.3 82.0 12.0 18.2 

Roadside 20 Oct 17.5 20.6 5.6 18.1 40.3 23.6 82.3 11.9 16.1 
Reids 27 Nov 19.9 24.4 3.9 19.1 46.3 24.6 86.2 >12.7 15.8 
Plain 6 27 Nov 20.8 25.1 4.8 21.6 42.2 19.5 91.9 >12.7 14.7 
4 
Newgrass 

11 Jan 
20.5 24.3 4.6 20.7 42.4 22.8 >85 >12.7 16.4 

West Nolan 11 Jan 21 26.8 4.6 17.4 51.0 24.8 84.3 12.4 13.8 
Totara East 8 Feb 18.3 26.1 5.3 16.1 49.9 23.6 83.5 12.3 16.3 
Totara W 8 Feb 17.8 19.6 4.8 20.0 48.9 23.4 82.4 12.2 19.2 
Outside 
Little Grey 

8 Mar 
15.0 27.4 3.9 15.1 48.7 23.4 83.7 >12.7 18.4 

Back 
Foster 

8 Mar 
17.9 25.7 4.4 16.3 47.8 24.2 82.4 12.2  

Schwass 12 Apr 16.8 28.0 4.9 21.5 42.4 24.0 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Reids 12 Apr 20.6 29.4 5.3 21.3 38.6 21.5 >85 >12.7 17.7 
Jacob 1 3 May 17.9 30.1 5.9 15.8 44.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 12.9 
Jacob 3 3 May 18.7 29.8 5.8 16.6 42.3 22.6 >85 12.6 13.6 
3NewGrass 14Jun  29.8 6.0 14.6 35.2 20.1 89.4 >12.7 17.9 
BackPayne 14 Jun  30.2 5.9 19.0 31.1 20.4 91.6 >12.7 17.5 



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 33 10 Jun 13.4 28.2 4.2 12.4 46.5 22.8 85.6 12.6 14.3 
Pdk 35 10 Jun 15.9 23.4 4.1 13.3 43.9 24.0 81.3 12.0 14.0 
Pdk 22 22 Sep 12.7 27.6 5.2 18.9 40.0 22.2 88.5 >12.7 14.9 
Pdk 38 22 Sep 11.6 28.8 5.6 16.6 39.1 21.9 88.0 12.7 14.6 
Pdk 17 21 Oct 17.8 24.1 5.1 15.6 45.4 23.8 84.0 12.2 14.9 
Pdk 20 21 Oct 18.9 23.5 4.8 15.0 46.5 25.2 82.0 11.8 15.4 
Pdk 18 27 Nov 17.0 22.4 3.5 16.5 55.8 28.4 80.7 12.0 15.5 
Pdk 25 27 Nov 20.3 18.4 3.5 14.8 60.5 30.0 72.8 11.0 18.9 
Pdk 41 12 Jan 9.9 29.2 5.1 16.2 43.9 24.7 85.1 12.3 14.7 
Pdk 15 12 Jan 12.9 25.3 5.3 16.5 46.5 23.7 81.9 12.0 14.2 
Pdk 30 9 Feb 13.4 27.3 4.7 11.8 53.8 26.3 78.2 11.0 18.6 
Pdk 25 9 Feb 9.1 25.7 4.8 6.4 62.2 29.6 71.1 9.9 16.5 
Pdk 29 9 Mar 15.4 31.1 4.1 13.7 48.6 22.8 >85 12.7 14.6 
Pdk 40 9 Mar 13.7 29.1 4.5 13.8 50.0 22.4 >85 >12.7 16.5 
Pdk 46 13 Apr 15.7 25.6 4.6 20.8 43.4 23.5 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 49 13 Apr 11.8 28.1 5.1 16.8 44.8 22.9 >85 >12.7 14.6 
Pdk 29 4 May 12.4 27.9 5.3 14.3 51.0 24.5 84.0 12.1 13.2 
Pdk 31 4 May 12.8 26.2 5.0 13.2 50.2 24.3 84.5 12.2 13.0 
Pk 11A 14/06/10  21.4 4.3 16.9 41.1 22.8 85.1 12.6 20.1 
Pk 11B 14/06/10  23.6 4.7 16.0 38.8 22.9 84.4 12.4 20.9 

 
 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 22 10 Jun 15.7 23.9 4.1 14.8 44.4 21.6 85.4 >12.7 12.4 
Pdk 28 10 Jun 13.3 28.6 4.8 14.2 39.2 20.0 86.4 >12.7 12.4 
Pdk 28 23 Sep 13.9 35.6 6.3 14.4 35.1 21.4 91.3 >12.7 11.5 
Pdk 11 23 Sep 11.2 29.0 5.6 17.9 39.4 22.2 89.2 >12.7 11.3 
Pdk 14 22 Oct 11.7 26.5 5.8 11.7 43.6 23.8 82.1 11.9 14.5 
Pdk 3 22 Oct 12.2 27.3 5.9 14.4 35.3 22.4 83.9 12.1 13.6 
Pdk 19 27 Nov 19.1 19.2 4.0 21.0 47.2 25.2 83.3 12.3 17.9 
Pdk 40 27 Nov 15.3 24.3 4.5 17.9 49.0 24.7 85.8 12.6 13.7 
Pdk 20 13 Jan 13.8 16.2 3.6 26.2 49.0 25.5 84.6 >12.7 16.2 
Pdk 24 13 Jan 12.7 19.1 4.3 21.5 47.7 24.2 82.6 12.4 16.5 
Pdk 5 10 Feb 17.3 25.4 4.8 11.6 48.2 24.6 79.4 11.3 13.1 
Pdk 21 10 Feb 13.5 26.4 5.0 13.2 48.7 25.3 80.6 11.5 13.9 
Pdk 15 10 Mar 12.9 27.9 4.3 14.4 46.9 24.4 84.0 12.2 14.2 
Pdk 40 10 Mar 13.7 30.4 4.1 13.3 47.7 26.0 84.4 12.1 12.4 
Pdk 7 14 Apr 16.0 31.6 5.4 12.3 42.4 22.8 >85 >12.7 11.6 
Pdk 40 14 Apr 15.9 30.6 5.5 14.8 40.6 22.4 >85 12.6 11.7 
Pdk 4 5 May 12.0 28.3 5.4 14.6 42.7 23.3 83.3 11.9 11.5 
Pdk 18 5 May 12.0 28.6 6.0 17.3 38.2 22.8 >85 12.4 11.6 
Pk 6 14 Jun  29.1 5.8 10.7 39.6 23.5 88.3 12.5 14.0 
Pk 35 14 Jun  31.4 5.8 11.6 37.0 21.2 87.5 12.7 13.3 

 


