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Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
           
           
           
           

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 10 December 08 
 
General Comments 
 
Soil temperatures have remained similar to last week except for at Kowhitirangi 
where it rose 2 °C to 17.9 °C.  Rainfall was extremely variable across the region and 
ranged from 29 mm in Westport to 146 mm in Kowhitirangi.  Growth rates have 
declined in 3 of the 4 regions this week with Ikamatua recording their highest growth 
rate at 88 kg DM/cow, The remaining farms ranged from 30-53 kg DM/ha/day.  The 
Kowhitirangi farm had the lowest growth rate.  It is likely that the cooler soil 
temperatures last week and significant rainfall at the weekend has contributed to this.   
 
Silage is yet to be harvested on the Westport and Kowhitirangi farms  
 
 
CO Comments 
With Christmas just around the corner AB should be finishing, reducing pressure on 
the farm.  Now is a good time to meet with staff to review the season to date and put 
a Summer plan in place. The DairyNZ HR tool kit is now available free to levy payers.  
Order now from www.dairynz.co.nz or 0800 4 DairyNZ 
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2410 2905 2548 2124 
Rotation length (days) 23 22 30 22 
Stocking rate 2.77 2.77 2.55 2.63 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.62 1.92 1.63 1.64 
Milksolids kg/ha 4.5 5.3 4.1 4.2 
N  (kg/ha) - - - - 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 2 2 0 
Soil temperature (°C)  17.8 18.5 17.9 17.9 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 53 88 45 30 
Rainfall 29 34 - 146 
Comments   14 ha for 

silage 
8.5 ha for silage

 



 
Pasture Growth Rates 
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Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
           
           
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
           
           
           
           
           
           

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 3 December 08 
 
General Comments 
 
Growth rates this week were similar to last week, range 53-67 kg DM/ha/day.  
Significantly less rain has fallen across the region this week allowing things to dry out 
a little.  Soil temperatures have continued to increase and now range between 15.8 
and 18.5 °C.  The only farm walked in fine conditions this week was the Kowhitirangi 
farm. 
 
Silage has been harvested on the Westport, Ikamatua and Kowhitirangi farms in the 
last 7 days.  The Kowhitirangi and Kotuku still have paddocks shut for conservation.  
A significant proportion of the Westport farm has been topped.   
 
Results of pasture samples collected on 24-26 November indicate that on average 
pasture quality has declined in the last 2 weeks.  Energy concentrations ranged from 
11.1 to 12.2 MJME/kg DM.  At the previous sampling all samples were greater than 
12 MJME/kg DM.  Some of the decline in quality can be attributed to increasing fibre 
levels in the pasture as a result of seedhead formation and also higher post grazing 
residuals in the preceding round.  There was a wide range in crude protein 
concentration viz. 18.4 to 29.9 % however the majority of the samples were less than 
25% crude protein.   
 
CO Comments 
With the revised Westland Milk Product payout announcement of $5.20-5.60/kgMS 
for this season, it is VERY important to ask 3 key questions before buying 
supplements. 1- How much does the supplement cost? 2- When would I feed it? 3- 
What response rate would I expect from feeding it?  
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2410 2738 2519 2234 
Rotation length (days) 22 24 30 25 
Stocking rate 2.79 2.77 2.55 2.64 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.65 1.99 1.69 1.70 
Milksolids kg/ha 4.6 5.4 4.2 4.6 
N  (kg/ha) - - - - 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 2.5 1 0 
Soil temperature (°C)  17.9 18.5 17.2 15.8 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 56 67 55 53 
Rainfall 69 53 - 27 
Comments Silage 

made 
 37 ha out 

for silage 
Silage made 
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Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
           
           
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
           
           
           
           
           
           

 


