


Westland Monitor Farm Project
Weekly Update — 9 December 2009

General Comments

Average growth this week was similar to the same period last season. Growth
declined slightly at Kowhitirangi but increased in all other regions. Soil temperatures
are still trending upwards with the average across the region the same as this time Ist
year. Both the lkamatua and Kotuku farms continue to offer supplement to the
milkers in the shed.

Milk solids production has started to decline on the lkamatua and Kowhitirangi farms
but has remained relatively stable in Westport and Kotuku. Per cow milk production
ranges from 1.5 to 2.0 kg MS/day.

Kowhitirangi has had an extremely wet week with 247 ml of rain falling in one 24 hour
period. The wet conditions on this farm may help explain the drop in milk yield
observed this week.

Pasture samples collected at the end of November averaged 12.1 MJ ME/kg DM.
Crude protein ranged from 18 to 28 % with low (<22 %) crude protein concentrations
being recorded on 3 of the 4 farms. NDF concentrations are starting to increase
reflecting seedhead development in the ryegrass plant. The highest NDF pasture
(60%) had the lowest ME concentration (11 MJ/kg DM). Dry matter percentages
were higher than seen in previous months.

CO comment

According to the monitor farms pasture analysis, pasture quality has dropped by
1MJIME/kgDM in the last month (Oct vs Nov). Maintaining pasture quality by regular
pasture monitoring and achieving a consistent and even residual is critical. If
necessary consider identifying the low performing paddocks for autumn re-grassing
and remove from the round to help achieve the appropriate round length to assist
with surplus management.

Farm Summary

Westport Ikamatua Kotuku | Kowhitirangi

Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2157 2336 2328 2372
Rotation length (days) 22 24 26 23
Stocking rate 2.88 2.77 2.95 2.7
Milksolids kg/cow 1.75 2.00 1.48 1.50
Milksolids kg/ha 4.9 54 3.6 4.1
N (kg/ha) 31 135 45 28
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 2 1.2 0
Soil temperature (°C) 18.1 18.0 17.9 15.8
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 61 75 44 45
Rainfall 66 70 40 349
Comments




Pasture Growth Rates
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Ilkamatua

- 75 KgDMHaDay
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Pasture Quality

NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter). The RPM data in

grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling.

milkers, to height of
the table is the pre-

Westport
Description Date RPM | % % % % % OMD | MIJME/ | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF kg DM
Pdk 42 8Jun | 16.7 | 30.1 | 40 | 129 | 43.7 | 23.2 | 85.1 12.5 18.3
Pdk 9 8Jun | 129 | 263 | 42 | 170 | 39.8 | 20.7 | 88.2 | >12.7 | 175
Pdk 28 21Sep | 17.3 | 253 | 45 | 19.0 | 43.8 | 23,5 | 86.3 12.7 14.5
Pdk 23 21Sep | 28.0 | 209 | 47 | 216 | 459 | 242 | 854 12.6 16.3
Pdk 5 250ct | 15.8 | 304 | 52 | 124 | 445 | 24.2 | 84.9 12.5 13.9
Pdk 30 250ct | 15.2 | 227 | 45 | 147 | 443 | 240 | 815 12.1 154
Pk 45 27Nov | 11.0 | 219 | 3.8 | 144 | 56.2 | 27.3 | 78.9 11.7 16.0
Pk 25 27 Nov | 12.0 | 276 | 3.9 | 16.1 | 45.8 | 23.2 | 86.5 12.7 14.8
Ikamatua
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 | 23.3| 36 | 216 | 379|204 | 875 >12.7 18.0
Jacob 2 8 Jun 189 | 236 | 46 | 174 | 385|226 | 81.9 12.1 18.9
Jacob 2 21Sep | 20.1 | 26,6 | 53 | 226 | 37.8 | 22.0| 89.1 >12.7 19.2
4 21 Sep
Newgrass 141 | 28.3| 56 | 20.0 |40.0 |21.3| 91.2 >12.7 18.7
Old Sheep | 20 Oct
yards 243 | 222 | 53 |14.1 ]| 448 | 24.3 | 82.0 12.0 18.2
Roadside 200ct | 175 | 206 | 5.6 | 18.1 | 40.3 | 23.6 | 82.3 11.9 16.1
Reids 27Nov | 199 | 244 | 39 | 19.1 | 463|246 | 86.2 >12.7 15.8
Plain 6 27 Nov | 208 | 25.1 | 48 | 216 | 422|195 | 91.9 >12.7 14.7




Kotuku

Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIJME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 33 10 Jun 134 | 282 | 4.2 | 124 | 46,5 | 22.8 | 85.6 12.6 14.3
Pdk 35 10 Jun 159 | 234 | 4.1 | 133|439 |24.0| 81.3 12.0 14.0
Pdk 22 22Sep | 127 | 276 | 52 | 189 | 40.0 | 22.2 | 88.5 >12.7 14.9
Pdk 38 22Sep | 116 | 288 | 56 | 16.6 | 39.1 | 21.9 | 88.0 12.7 14.6
Pdk 17 21 Oct 17.8 | 24.1 | 5.1 | 156 | 454 | 23.8 | 84.0 12.2 14.9
Pdk 20 21 Oct 189 | 235 | 4.8 | 15.0 | 46,5 | 25.2 | 82.0 11.8 154
Pdk 18 27Nov | 17.0 | 224 | 3.5 | 16,5 | 55.8 | 28.4 | 80.7 12.0 15.5
Pdk 25 27Nov | 20.3 | 184 | 3.5 | 148 | 60.5 | 30.0 | 72.8 11.0 18.9
Kowhitirangi
Description Date RPM % % % % % | OMD | MJME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 22 10 Jun 157 | 239 | 4.1 |148 | 444|216 | 854 >12.7 12.4
Pdk 28 10 Jun 13.3 | 28,6 | 4.8 | 14.2 | 39.2 | 20.0 | 86.4 >12.7 12.4
Pdk 28 23Sep | 139 | 356 | 6.3 | 144|351 |214| 913 >12.7 11.5
Pdk 11 23Sep | 11.2 | 290 | 56 | 179|394 | 22.2 | 89.2 >12.7 11.3
Pdk 14 22 Oct 11.7 | 26,5 | 5.8 | 11.7 | 43.6 | 23.8 | 82.1 11.9 14.5
Pdk 3 22 Oct 122 | 27.3 | 59 |14.4 | 353 | 22.4 | 83.9 12.1 13.6
Pk 19 27Nov | 19.1 | 19.2 | 40 | 21.0| 47.2 | 25.2 | 83.3 12.3 17.9
Pk 40 27Nov | 153 | 243 | 45 | 179 | 49.0 | 24.7 | 85.8 12.6 13.7






