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Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/
kg DM 

%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
Pdk 15 5 Jan 15.5 27.4 3.9 10.4 54.4 24.2 83.3 12.4 16.9 
Pdk 8 5 Jan 16.2 21.3 4.1 11.9 59.3 28.6 75.1 11.2 21.0 
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
Jacob 1 5 Jan 16.3 23.2 4.7 19.2 46.6 22.8 81.5 12.3 20.1 
Totara Nth 5 Jan 24.3 19.4 4.6 21.4 46.2 24.1 83.8 12.6 20.7 
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
Pdk 57 6 Jan 29.7 15.7 3.9 19.6 48.3 24.7 78.4 11.8 20.1 
Pdk 56 6 Jan 20.4 21.5 4.3 14.4 51.2 23.5 80.6 11.9 18.3 
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
Pdk 1 7 Jan 15.2 18.8 4 12.4 55.5 27.0 77.0 11.3 15.1 
Pdk 43 7 Jan 13.7 27.2 4.8 7.3 48.2 24.9 80.5 11.4 12.1 
           
           

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 8 January 09 
 
General Comments 
 
It has been 3 weeks since these farms were walked therefore the growth rates that 
are reported may not reflect the growing conditions during this period as on 3 of the 
farms the majority of the paddocks were grazed during this period.  Soil temperatures 
have risen slightly above those recorded prior to Christmas.  Rainfall has been 
extremely variable across the region over the last 3 weeks.  126 mm was recorded in 
Ikamatua with 433mm recorded in Kowhitirangi.  On the Kowhitirangi farm 2 
paddocks were unable to be measured as they could not be accessed due to high 
water flows in the creek.  There was also a lot of surface water on the ground during 
the farm walk. 
 
The Ikamatua farm is now only feeding 2 kg supplement/cow/day while the Kotuku 
farm is feeding 1 kg DM/cow/day.  The feed wedges show that all the farms have 
surplus pasture.  The Kowhitirangi and Kotuku farms have paddocks shut for silage. 
 
Pasture samples were collected for analysis this week so it will be interesting to see 
what the quality is doing.  
 
CO comment 
In the current economic climate cost control is paramount.  To better understand your 
financial situation and identify where savings may be possible organise for your 
2007-08 accounts to be loaded onto DairyBase.  For more information contact your 
accountant or go to www.dairybase.co.nz.  
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2383 2663 2185 2055 
Rotation length (days) 21 24 30 22 
Stocking rate 2.77 2.67 2.67 2.61 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.53 1.83 1.66 1.47 
Milksolids kg/ha 4.3 4.9 4.3 3.8 
N  (kg/ha) - - - - 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 2 1 0 
Soil temperature (°C)  18.8 18.6 17.8 17.7 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day)* 23 46 42 41 
Rainfall 180 126 297 433 
Comments     

 
NOTE:   *Growth rates are unlikely to reflect the average growth during this 
period as the majority of the paddocks on each farm have been grazed 
therefore only a small number of paddocks make up the average growth.



 
Pasture Growth Rates 
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Soil Temperature 
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Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
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