
Westland Monitor Farm Project 
 

Weekly Update – 10 June 09 
 
General Comments 
Growth rates have remained below 20 kg DM/ha/day over the last 2 weeks.  The 
highest growth was recorded at Westport and the lowest in Kowhitirangi.  Soil 
temperatures declined in all regions except Kowhitrangi where the highest 
temperature (9.1 ºC) was recorded.  The Westport and Kowhitirangi farms are 
wintering the cows on the milking platform although the Kowhitirangi farm is using a 
covered standoff area for standing the cows off during wet conditions.  Both these 
farms are on rotations above 150 days.  Summary graphs below show the trends in 
soil temperature and growth rate on a monthly basis for the 4 regions since the 
project commenced in September 2008. 
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CO comment 
This is the time to orientate new staff within the farm business. In the first few weeks 
it is important that new staff have clarity on their roles and other team members. 
Take the time now with the rest of the team to go over farm policies, targets and 
update OSH manuals. Ensure calf rearing facilities are up to date and any repairs 
and maintenance is programmed in for this next week.    
 
 
Farm Summary 
 
 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2122 2212 1884 1856 
Rotation length (days) 200 - - 158 
Stocking rate 2.71 0 0 2.32 
Milksolids kg/cow - - - - 
Milksolids kg/ha - - - - 
N  (kg/ha) 0 0 0 0 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 1.5 - - 4 
Soil temperature (°C)  6.7 7.0 7.3 9.1 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 16 9 5 4 
Rainfall 15 16 - 99 



Pasture Growth Rates 
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Soil Temperature 
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Pasture Quality 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/
kg DM 

%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
Pdk 15 5 Jan 15.5 27.4 3.9 10.4 54.4 24.2 83.3 12.4 16.9 
Pdk 8 5 Jan 16.2 21.3 4.1 11.9 59.3 28.6 75.1 11.2 21.0 
Pdk 25 19 Jan 14.0 22.8 3.5 12.1 49.7 26.8 77.7 11.4 12.7 
Pdk 29 19 Jan 14.3 28.1 3.4 10.5 51.3 26.2 81.8 11.8 11.7 
Pdk 23 2 Feb 17.9 22.2 4.0 13.9 51.8 29.4 74.9 10.3 15.4 
Pdk 38 2 Feb 14.5 27.4 4.5 12.2 44.8 29.0 78.3 10.4 12.9 
Pdk 4 16 Feb 13.0 27.9 4.7 12.8 42.6 27.3 80.2 11.0 16.1 
Pdk 20 16 Feb 12.4 22.4 3.4 12.5 58.1 29.9 77.0 10.6 16.2 
Pdk 39 2 Mar 15.3 26.6 4.1 5.0 60.2 27.9 77.7 10.4 12.1 
Pdk 41 2 Mar 17.8 29.2 3.1 7.5 63.3 26.6 >85 12.0 11.5 
Pdk 28 16 Mar 14.9 32.8 4.0 13.0 45.9 23.6 >85 12.5 11.2 
Pdk 25 16 Mar 14.5 31.5 2.5 15.8 52.3 27.2 >85 12.4 10.7 
Pdk 4 30Mar 11.5 31.8 4.2 11.8 45.6 23.4 >85 12.6 14.6 
Pdk 3 30Mar 14.6 32.3 4.7 10.1 46.2 23.3 >85 12.7 14.3 
Pdk 25 13 Apr 14.8 24.3 5.4 11.2 44.9 27.8 76.6 10.7 13.5 
Pdk 31 13 Apr 16.0 30.4 4.7 15.0 45.8 23.7 85.4 12.2 12.8 
Pdk 26 27 Apr 17.8 30.3 3.6 13.3 54.9 25.0 >85 12.5 10.8 
Pdk 22 27 Apr 21.8 31.4 3.6 12.7 55.3 24.6 >85 12.2 10.9 
Pdk 36 11May 17.0 32.1 4.9 14.2 32.6 22.4 >85 12.5 16.6 
Pdk 20 11May 12.1 26.4 4.4 14.8 39.4 24.0 83.9 12.3 16.7 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           



Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
Jacob 1 5 Jan 16.3 23.2 4.7 19.2 46.6 22.8 81.5 12.3 20.1 
Totara Nth 5 Jan 24.3 19.4 4.6 21.4 46.2 24.1 83.8 12.6 20.7 
House 19 Jan 18.2 21.0 4.5 15.9 43.9 25.7 79.4 11.7 16.7 
Mid Nolans 19 Jan 17.4 22.6 3.8 13.9 49.9 26.6 75.3 11.3 17.7 
1st Holding 2 Feb 17.4 22.6 4.7 12.9 49.2 28.5 71.2 10.4 22.8 
White Pine 2 Feb 16.0 23.2 5.4 15.2 46.7 25.0 77.4 11.2 18.5 
Jacob 3 16Feb 12.7 18.9 4.2 21.5 41.8 24.5 79.0 11.9 27.1 
Reids 16Feb 25.0 24.9 5.7 15.0 46.3 23.5 80.0 11.7 21.3 
3 Newgrass 2 Mar 16.9 29.8 4.6 13.3 51.4 23.7 84.2 12.3 16.5 
Front Payne 2 Mar 8.4 33.6 4.8 12.2 49.0 21.7 >85 12.7 14.2 
3 newgrass 16Mar 18.3 28.7 4.8 12.6 41.8 23.5 84.3 12.3 16.4 
1st littlegrey 16Mar 21.7 28.1 3.6 15.8 48.0 23.5 >85 >12.7 15.4 
Back Payne 30Mar 19.6 25.9 4.7 16.3 45.9 23.3 >85 12.7 15.5 
Jacob 5 30Mar 17.9 27.9 4.3 13.2 47.8 23.3 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Haybarn 13 Apr 20.0 24.0 4.7 11.1 46.9 27.9 77.5 10.7 13.6 
Totara E 13 Apr 20.8 28.5 5.3 10.6 47.5 24.2 82.0 12.1 14.0 
Mid Nolan 27 Apr 15.9 33.7 3.8 10.8 49.7 21.8 83.9 12.6 10.5 
White Pine 27 Apr 19.5 31.6 3.8 13.1 52.7 24.2 >85 12.6 11.7 
3rd Holding 11May 24.7 26.1 5.3 17.4 35.2 21.5 >85 12.7 18.4 
3rd Newgras 11May 25.4 26.0 5.4 17.7 33.2 22.8 >85 12.4 18.5 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
 
 



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS

% 
NDF

% 
ADF

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
Pdk 57 6 Jan 29.7 15.7 3.9 19.6 48.3 24.7 78.4 11.8 20.1 
Pdk 56 6 Jan 20.4 21.5 4.3 14.4 51.2 23.5 80.6 11.9 18.3 
Pdk 42 20 Jan 13.5 23.3 4.4 15.3 44.6 22.8 83.5 12.4 17.6 
Pdk 52 20 Jan 13.4 23.2 4.8 17.1 45.1 22.1 83.4 12.4 19.3 
Pdk 13 3 Feb 12.9 25.8 5.7 11.2 39.7 26.2 78.0 10.7 14.2 
Pdk 6 3 Feb 10.9 23.3 4.4 13.7 47.7 25.5 79.5 11.5 17.9 
Pdk 72 17 Feb 10.5 22.6 4.9 20.0 46.5 24.3 81.6 12.1 19.6 
Pdk 21 17 Feb  12.5 27.2 5.3 12.6 45.1 24.7 82.0 11.4 15.6 
Pdk 56 2 Mar 12.7 26.4 4.0 13.6 55.9 22.7 >85 >12.7 16.9 
Pdk 22 2 Mar 10.3 30.0 4.3 11.7 52.8 24.1 >85 12.5 12.6 
Pdk 52 17 Mar 13.8 27.8 5.5 14.5 42.8 22.8 >85 12.7 16.5 
Pdk 31 17 Mar 11.8 28.5 5.1 10.7 44.5 25.1 82.7 11.4 12.8 
Pdk 13 31Mar 15.2 28.7 5.1 9.4 41.3 24.9 80.8 11.3 11.9 
Pdk 73 31 Mar 11.9 28.9 5.1 12.6 49.6 22.2 >85 >12.7 14.8 
Pdk 26 14 Apr 16.0 19.9 4.5 16.0 44.6 25.0 78.9 11.1 13.9 
Pdk 72 14 Apr 17.7 21.1 4.2 19.4 42.8 23.2 87.0 >12.7 16.6 
Pdk 28 28 Apr 12.8 30.4 3.5 12.6 54.8 24.9 >85 12.6 12.2 
Pdk 69 28 Apr 18.0 27.1 4.2 13.4 54.2 23.3 83.9 12.5 12.5 
Pdk 66 12May - 19.2 3.5 23.4 38.9 23.2 >85 >12.7 20.1 
Pdk 34 12May 15.3 24.6 4.8 21.4 31.1 23.8 >85 12.4 17.8 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 



Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
Pdk 1 7 Jan 15.2 18.8 4 12.4 55.5 27.0 77.0 11.3 15.1 
Pdk 43 7 Jan 13.7 27.2 4.8 7.3 48.2 24.9 80.5 11.4 12.1 
Pdk 49 21 Jan 11.2 23.4 3.9 13.7 45.3 23.7 82.8 12.3 18.0 
Pdk 9 21 Jan 12.2 20.4 4.2 15.7 49.7 25.5 80.2 11.8 18.2 
Pdk 41 4 Feb 12.0 21.7 4.5 12.0 50.1 28.8 75.1 10.4 13.9 
Pdk 22 4 Feb 12.4 27.8 5.5 10.6 43.1 26.7 78.5 18.8 10.8 
Pdk 49 18Feb 14.2 27.7 5.4 12.3 44.1 24.4 81.0 11.4 15.0 
Pdk 30 18Feb 12.3 25.2 4.8 10.5 46.2 25.5 79.8 11.3 14.6 
Pdk 41 4 Mar 16.9 20.9 3.8 12.8 60.7 27.1 78.7 11.8 17.1 
Pdk 54 4 Mar 11.2 26.4 4.0 9.4 56.6 25.2 79.8 11.5 16.7 
Pdk 23 18Mar 10.1 33.6 4.0 11.1 43.7 23.5 >85 >12.7 13.0 
Pdk 31 18Mar 14.0 26.9 2.9 13.7 48.7 23.7 >85 12.7 13.5 
Pdk 39 1 Apr 14.0 23.1 3.8 12.2 49.0 25.9 77.9 11.3 17.9 
Pdk 55 1 Apr 16.8 21.9 4.5 16.7 46.3 24.1 82.6 12.4 14.9 
Pdk 5 15 Apr 20.1 27.1 5.8 9.6 44.8 25.1 81.1 11.4 11.7 
Pdk 32 15 Apr 22.0 24.6 5.1 12.8 48.2 25.4 81.1 11.6 13.9 
Pdk 2 29 Apr 16.9 30.3 4.3 9.6 53.2 22.5 >85 12.7 11.3 
Pdk 3 29 Apr 10.5 28.3 3.6 9.2 57.2 24.6 83.8 12.3 11.7 
Pdk 8 13May 12.8 26.6 4.8 18.2 37.9 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.0 
Pdk 15 13May 16.8 25.9 4.9 17.4 37.8 24.3 >85 12.7 17.3 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 


