


  

 

 

Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/
kg DM 

%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
Pdk 15 5 Jan 15.5 27.4 3.9 10.4 54.4 24.2 83.3 12.4 16.9 
Pdk 8 5 Jan 16.2 21.3 4.1 11.9 59.3 28.6 75.1 11.2 21.0 
Pdk 25 19 Jan 14.0 22.8 3.5 12.1 49.7 26.8 77.7 11.4 12.7 
Pdk 29 19 Jan 14.3 28.1 3.4 10.5 51.3 26.2 81.8 11.8 11.7 
Pdk 23 2 Feb 17.9 22.2 4.0 13.9 51.8 29.4 74.9 10.3 15.4 
Pdk 38 2 Feb 14.5 27.4 4.5 12.2 44.8 29.0 78.3 10.4 12.9 
Pdk 4 16 Feb 13.0 27.9 4.7 12.8 42.6 27.3 80.2 11.0 16.1 
Pdk 20 16 Feb 12.4 22.4 3.4 12.5 58.1 29.9 77.0 10.6 16.2 
Pdk 39 2 Mar 15.3 26.6 4.1 5.0 60.2 27.9 77.7 10.4 12.1 
Pdk 41 2 Mar 17.8 29.2 3.1 7.5 63.3 26.6 >85 12.0 11.5 
Pdk 28 16 Mar 14.9 32.8 4.0 13.0 45.9 23.6 >85 12.5 11.2 
Pdk 25 16 Mar 14.5 31.5 2.5 15.8 52.3 27.2 >85 12.4 10.7 
           
           
           
           

 



Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid 

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF 

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
Jacob 1 5 Jan 16.3 23.2 4.7 19.2 46.6 22.8 81.5 12.3 20.1 
Totara Nth 5 Jan 24.3 19.4 4.6 21.4 46.2 24.1 83.8 12.6 20.7 
House 19 Jan 18.2 21.0 4.5 15.9 43.9 25.7 79.4 11.7 16.7 
Mid Nolans 19 Jan 17.4 22.6 3.8 13.9 49.9 26.6 75.3 11.3 17.7 
1st Holding 2 Feb 17.4 22.6 4.7 12.9 49.2 28.5 71.2 10.4 22.8 
White Pine 2 Feb 16.0 23.2 5.4 15.2 46.7 25.0 77.4 11.2 18.5 
Jacob 3 16Feb 12.7 18.9 4.2 21.5 41.8 24.5 79.0 11.9 27.1 
Reids 16Feb 25.0 24.9 5.7 15.0 46.3 23.5 80.0 11.7 21.3 
3 Newgrass 2 Mar 16.9 29.8 4.6 13.3 51.4 23.7 84.2 12.3 16.5 
Front Payne 2 Mar 8.4 33.6 4.8 12.2 49.0 21.7 >85 12.7 14.2 
3 newgrass 16Mar 18.3 28.7 4.8 12.6 41.8 23.5 84.3 12.3 16.4 
1st littlegrey 16Mar 21.7 28.1 3.6 15.8 48.0 23.5 >85 >12.7 15.4 
           
           
 
 



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS

% 
NDF

% 
ADF

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
Pdk 57 6 Jan 29.7 15.7 3.9 19.6 48.3 24.7 78.4 11.8 20.1 
Pdk 56 6 Jan 20.4 21.5 4.3 14.4 51.2 23.5 80.6 11.9 18.3 
Pdk 42 20 Jan 13.5 23.3 4.4 15.3 44.6 22.8 83.5 12.4 17.6 
Pdk 52 20 Jan 13.4 23.2 4.8 17.1 45.1 22.1 83.4 12.4 19.3 
Pdk 13 3 Feb 12.9 25.8 5.7 11.2 39.7 26.2 78.0 10.7 14.2 
Pdk 6 3 Feb 10.9 23.3 4.4 13.7 47.7 25.5 79.5 11.5 17.9 
Pdk 72 17 Feb 10.5 22.6 4.9 20.0 46.5 24.3 81.6 12.1 19.6 
Pdk 21 17 Feb  12.5 27.2 5.3 12.6 45.1 24.7 82.0 11.4 15.6 
Pdk 56 2 Mar 12.7 26.4 4.0 13.6 55.9 22.7 >85 >12.7 16.9 
Pdk 22 2 Mar 10.3 30.0 4.3 11.7 52.8 24.1 >85 12.5 12.6 
Pdk 52 17 Mar 13.8 27.8 5.5 14.5 42.8 22.8 >85 12.7 16.5 
Pdk 31 17 Mar 11.8 28.5 5.1 10.7 44.5 25.1 82.7 11.4 12.8 
           
           
           
           

 
 



Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 
Lipid

% 
SSS 

% 
NDF

% 
ADF 

OMD MJME/kg 
DM 

%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
Pdk 1 7 Jan 15.2 18.8 4 12.4 55.5 27.0 77.0 11.3 15.1 
Pdk 43 7 Jan 13.7 27.2 4.8 7.3 48.2 24.9 80.5 11.4 12.1 
Pdk 49 21 Jan 11.2 23.4 3.9 13.7 45.3 23.7 82.8 12.3 18.0 
Pdk 9 21 Jan 12.2 20.4 4.2 15.7 49.7 25.5 80.2 11.8 18.2 
Pdk 41 4 Feb 12.0 21.7 4.5 12.0 50.1 28.8 75.1 10.4 13.9 
Pdk 22 4 Feb 12.4 27.8 5.5 10.6 43.1 26.7 78.5 18.8 10.8 
Pdk 49 18Feb 14.2 27.7 5.4 12.3 44.1 24.4 81.0 11.4 15.0 
Pdk 30 18Feb 12.3 25.2 4.8 10.5 46.2 25.5 79.8 11.3 14.6 
Pdk 41 4 Mar 16.9 20.9 3.8 12.8 60.7 27.1 78.7 11.8 17.1 
Pdk 54 4 Mar 11.2 26.4 4.0 9.4 56.6 25.2 79.8 11.5 16.7 
Pdk 23 18Mar 10.1 33.6 4.0 11.1 43.7 23.5 >85 >12.7 13.0 
Pdk 31 18Mar 14.0 26.9 2.9 13.7 48.7 23.7 >85 12.7 13.5 
           
           
           
           

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 18 March 09 
 
General Comments 
 
Growth rates have eased this week after a high last week.  Despite this all farms 
have managed to hold their average farm cover.  The Ikamatua farm harvested 10 ha 
for baleage this week.   Soil temperatures have continued to decline since early 
March although appear to be levelling out a little.  The Kowhitirangi farm is now on 16 
hour milking which has enabled them to move out to a 37 day round.  Supplement 
use is minimal on all of the farms except Kotuku where 1/3 of the diet is coming from 
pasture silage.  All farms are applying nitrogen fertiliser behind the cows at the 
moment. 
 
 
CO comment 
May is rapidly approaching and so are possible winter holidays, now is a good time to 
review winter staff requirements and roster time off. Young stock should be growing 
well and be receiving regular attention. Keep up with regular drenching and follow the 
recommended vaccination programme.  Consider assessing the mineral status of cull 
cows to determine the herd mineral needs. 
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2235 2516 1969 2061 
Rotation length (days) 23 26 37 37 
Stocking rate 2.73 2.66 2.72 2.3 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.34 1.58 1.04 1.34 
Milksolids kg/ha 3.6 4.2 2.8 3.1 
N  (kg/ha) 92 202 232 97 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 1 4.7 0 
Soil temperature (°C)  17.1 17.9 16.3 17.1 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 45 62 30 37 
Rainfall 46 52 40 0 
Comments    16 hour milking 

 



Pasture Growth Rates 
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Soil Temperature 
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Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
Pdk 15 5 Jan 15.5 27.4 3.9 10.4 54.4 24.2 83.3 12.4 16.9 
Pdk 8 5 Jan 16.2 21.3 4.1 11.9 59.3 28.6 75.1 11.2 21.0 
Pdk 25 19 Jan 14.0 22.8 3.5 12.1 49.7 26.8 77.7 11.4 12.7 
Pdk 29 19 Jan 14.3 28.1 3.4 10.5 51.3 26.2 81.8 11.8 11.7 
Pdk 23 2 Feb 17.9 22.2 4.0 13.9 51.8 29.4 74.9 10.3 15.4 
Pdk 38 2 Feb 14.5 27.4 4.5 12.2 44.8 29.0 78.3 10.4 12.9 
Pdk 4 16 Feb 13.0 27.9 4.7 12.8 42.6 27.3 80.2 11.0 16.1 
Pdk 20 16 Feb 12.4 22.4 3.4 12.5 58.1 29.9 77.0 10.6 16.2 
Pdk 39 2 Mar 15.3 26.6 4.1 5.0 60.2 27.9 77.7 10.4 12.1 
Pdk 41 2 Mar 17.8 29.2 3.1 7.5 63.3 26.6 >85 12.0 11.5 

 



Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
Jacob 1 5 Jan 16.3 23.2 4.7 19.2 46.6 22.8 81.5 12.3 20.1 
Totara Nth 5 Jan 24.3 19.4 4.6 21.4 46.2 24.1 83.8 12.6 20.7 
House 19 Jan 18.2 21.0 4.5 15.9 43.9 25.7 79.4 11.7 16.7 
Mid Nolans 19 Jan 17.4 22.6 3.8 13.9 49.9 26.6 75.3 11.3 17.7 
1st Holding 2 Feb 17.4 22.6 4.7 12.9 49.2 28.5 71.2 10.4 22.8 
White Pine 2 Feb 16.0 23.2 5.4 15.2 46.7 25.0 77.4 11.2 18.5 
Jacob 3 16Feb 12.7 18.9 4.2 21.5 41.8 24.5 79.0 11.9 27.1 
Reids 16Feb 25.0 24.9 5.7 15.0 46.3 23.5 80.0 11.7 21.3 
3 Newgrass 2 Mar 16.9 29.8 4.6 13.3 51.4 23.7 84.2 12.3 16.5 
Front Payne 2 Mar 8.4 33.6 4.8 12.2 49.0 21.7 >85 12.7 14.2 
 
 
Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
Pdk 57 6 Jan 29.7 15.7 3.9 19.6 48.3 24.7 78.4 11.8 20.1 
Pdk 56 6 Jan 20.4 21.5 4.3 14.4 51.2 23.5 80.6 11.9 18.3 
Pdk 42 20 Jan 13.5 23.3 4.4 15.3 44.6 22.8 83.5 12.4 17.6 
Pdk 52 20 Jan 13.4 23.2 4.8 17.1 45.1 22.1 83.4 12.4 19.3 
Pdk 13 3 Feb 12.9 25.8 5.7 11.2 39.7 26.2 78.0 10.7 14.2 
Pdk 6 3 Feb 10.9 23.3 4.4 13.7 47.7 25.5 79.5 11.5 17.9 
Pdk 72 17 Feb 10.5 22.6 4.9 20.0 46.5 24.3 81.6 12.1 19.6 
Pdk 21 17 Feb  12.5 27.2 5.3 12.6 45.1 24.7 82.0 11.4 15.6 
Pdk 56 2 Mar 12.7 26.4 4.0 13.6 55.9 22.7 >85 >12.7 16.9 
Pdk 22 2 Mar 10.3 30.0 4.3 11.7 52.8 24.1 >85 12.5 12.6 

 
 



Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
Pdk 1 7 Jan 15.2 18.8 4 12.4 55.5 27.0 77.0 11.3 15.1 
Pdk 43 7 Jan 13.7 27.2 4.8 7.3 48.2 24.9 80.5 11.4 12.1 
Pdk 49 21 Jan 11.2 23.4 3.9 13.7 45.3 23.7 82.8 12.3 18.0 
Pdk 9 21 Jan 12.2 20.4 4.2 15.7 49.7 25.5 80.2 11.8 18.2 
Pdk 41 4 Feb 12.0 21.7 4.5 12.0 50.1 28.8 75.1 10.4 13.9 
Pdk 22 4 Feb 12.4 27.8 5.5 10.6 43.1 26.7 78.5 18.8 10.8 
Pdk 49 18Feb 14.2 27.7 5.4 12.3 44.1 24.4 81.0 11.4 15.0 
Pdk 30 18Feb 12.3 25.2 4.8 10.5 46.2 25.5 79.8 11.3 14.6 
Pdk 41 4 Mar 16.9 20.9 3.8 12.8 60.7 27.1 78.7 11.8 17.1 
Pdk 54 4 Mar 11.2 26.4 4.0 9.4 56.6 25.2 79.8 11.5 16.7 

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 4 March 09 
 
General Comments 
 
Growth rates have increased across the region this week while soil temperatures 
have remained relatively stable.  Cull cows have been removed from the Kowhitirangi 
and Kotuku herds.  A small amount of silage is being offered on the Westport farm if 
there is insufficient pasture in a paddock for 12 hours grazing.  Supplement on the 
Kotuku farm has been reduced to a minimum.  The Kowhitirangi farm is the only one 
offering pasture only.  Milksolids production has remained relatively stable over the 
last week.  Interestingly soil moisture levels in Reefton (see below) are still well below 
field capacity while those in Hokitika and Greymouth have recharged after recent 
rains 

 
 
CO comment 
Early autumn can be a difficult time of the year as people start to get weary or are pre 
occupied with planning for next season and attention to detail can suffer.  As milk 
volumes drop it is important to check cows regularly for mastitis.  If you have 
cancelled your autumn herd test to cut costs consider rapid mastitis checking all 
cows in the herd to identify high cell count animals. 
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2172 2467 1843 2016 
Rotation length (days) 23 21 25 30 
Stocking rate 2.74 2.70 2.72 2.3 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.35 1.59 1.25 1.40 
Milksolids kg/ha 3.7 4.3 3.1 3.1 
N  (kg/ha) 81 188 210 87 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0.75 2 0.25 0 
Soil temperature (°C)  18.6 19.5 16.7 17.7 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 45 68 25 41 
Rainfall 31 38 - 35 
Comments     

 



Pasture Growth Rates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Soil Temperature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

Westport Ikamatua 

Kowhitirangi Kotuku

Westport 



Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
Pdk 27 24Nov 19.2 26.4 3.3 10.7 50.7 27.5 80.8 11.4 11.4 
Pdk 3 24Nov 17.1 19.6 3.1 18.4 47.2 25.1 84.2 12.4 11.9 
Pdk 36 10Dec 20.3 22.2 3.3 15.2 51.1 25.6 81.5 12.0 18.6 
Pdk 35 10Dec 17.0 20.4 3.1 15.9 52.7 29.3 76.0 11.1 17.8 
Pdk 15 5 Jan 15.5 27.4 3.9 10.4 54.4 24.2 83.3 12.4 16.9 
Pdk 8 5 Jan 16.2 21.3 4.1 11.9 59.3 28.6 75.1 11.2 21.0 
Pdk 25 19 Jan 14.0 22.8 3.5 12.1 49.7 26.8 77.7 11.4 12.7 
Pdk 29 19 Jan 14.3 28.1 3.4 10.5 51.3 26.2 81.8 11.8 11.7 
Pdk 23 2 Feb 17.9 22.2 4.0 13.9 51.8 29.4 74.9 10.3 15.4 
Pdk 38 2 Feb 14.5 27.4 4.5 12.2 44.8 29.0 78.3 10.4 12.9 
Pdk 4 16 Feb 13.0 27.9 4.7 12.8 42.6 27.3 80.2 11.0 16.1 
Pdk 20 16 Feb 12.4 22.4 3.4 12.5 58.1 29.9 77.0 10.6 16.2 

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
Oaks 24Nov 21.5 20.2 4.0 19.6 39.6 23.8 82.1 12.2 14.1 
Plain 4 24Nov 18.9 29.9 5.4 12.8 39.0 23.7 84.2 12.1 11.4 
Jacob 5 10Dec 25.3 20.3 3.9 20.7 45.8 22.2 >85 >12.7 17.3 
1st LG 10Dec 18.0 26.4 4.7 * 41.5 21.9 >85 >12.7 18.1 
Jacob 1 5 Jan 16.3 23.2 4.7 19.2 46.6 22.8 81.5 12.3 20.1 
Totara Nth 5 Jan 24.3 19.4 4.6 21.4 46.2 24.1 83.8 12.6 20.7 
House 19 Jan 18.2 21.0 4.5 15.9 43.9 25.7 79.4 11.7 16.7 
Mid Nolans 19 Jan 17.4 22.6 3.8 13.9 49.9 26.6 75.3 11.3 17.7 
1st Holding 2 Feb 17.4 22.6 4.7 12.9 49.2 28.5 71.2 10.4 22.8 
White Pine 2 Feb 16.0 23.2 5.4 15.2 46.7 25.0 77.4 11.2 18.5 
Jacob 3 16Feb 12.7 18.9 4.2 21.5 41.8 24.5 79.0 11.9 27.1 
Reids 16Feb 25.0 24.9 5.7 15.0 46.3 23.5 80.0 11.7 21.3 



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
Pdk 4 25Nov - 18.4 3.7 17.5 48.4 26.4 79.1 11.8 14.3 
Pdk 37 25Nov 17.2 21.5 4.0 14.6 47.7 25.8 77.2 11.1 12.3 
Pdk 14 11Dec 18.2 26.9 4.6 13.4 43.8 21.9 >85 12.4 11.8 
Pdk 38 11Dec 17.3 21.4 3.6 15.3 51.9 25.1 81.6 12.2 14.0 
Pdk 57 6 Jan 29.7 15.7 3.9 19.6 48.3 24.7 78.4 11.8 20.1 
Pdk 56 6 Jan 20.4 21.5 4.3 14.4 51.2 23.5 80.6 11.9 18.3 
Pdk 42 20 Jan 13.5 23.3 4.4 15.3 44.6 22.8 83.5 12.4 17.6 
Pdk 52 20 Jan 13.4 23.2 4.8 17.1 45.1 22.1 83.4 12.4 19.3 
Pdk 13 3 Feb 12.9 25.8 5.7 11.2 39.7 26.2 78.0 10.7 14.2 
Pdk 6 3 Feb 10.9 23.3 4.4 13.7 47.7 25.5 79.5 11.5 17.9 
Pdk 72 17 Feb 10.5 22.6 4.9 20.0 46.5 24.3 81.6 12.1 19.6 
Pdk 21 17 Feb  12.5 27.2 5.3 12.6 45.1 24.7 82.0 11.4 15.6 

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
Pdk 17 26Nov 18.0 19.1 3.6 16.6 50.3 29.1 75.7 11.2 17.4 
Pdk 55 26Nov 16.0 21.2 3.9 18.8 44.7 26.5 81.4 12.2 14.5 
Pdk 38 10Dec 14.2 25.2 4.3 12.5 47.4 24.1 80.2 11.8 16.6 
Pdk 56 10Dec 13.4 19.0 4.0 15.8 53.9 26.2 78.9 11,8 16.6 
Pdk 1 7 Jan 15.2 18.8 4 12.4 55.5 27.0 77.0 11.3 15.1 
Pdk 43 7 Jan 13.7 27.2 4.8 7.3 48.2 24.9 80.5 11.4 12.1 
Pdk 49 21 Jan 11.2 23.4 3.9 13.7 45.3 23.7 82.8 12.3 18.0 
Pdk 9 21 Jan 12.2 20.4 4.2 15.7 49.7 25.5 80.2 11.8 18.2 
Pdk 41 4 Feb 12.0 21.7 4.5 12.0 50.1 28.8 75.1 10.4 13.9 
Pdk 22 4 Feb 12.4 27.8 5.5 10.6 43.1 26.7 78.5 18.8 10.8 
Pdk 49 18Feb 14.2 27.7 5.4 12.3 44.1 24.4 81.0 11.4 15.0 
Pdk 30 18Feb 12.3 25.2 4.8 10.5 46.2 25.5 79.8 11.3 14.6 
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