


Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 19 November 08 
 
General Comments 
 
The farms were not walked this week, however the average cover and feed wedge 
has been predicted based on last weeks growth rates and the paddocks that have 
been grazed.  Rainfall was variable across the region this week. 
 
Pasture quality results from samples collected the week of 11 November show that 
quality in most areas is remaining high.  Energy content ranged from 12.2 to 12.7 
MJME/kg DM.  Crude protein concentrations were more variable with the lowest 
concentration viz. 20.9% measured at Kotuku and the highest concentration 31.4% 
measured in Westport.  Neutral detergent fibre levels (NDF) are starting to increase 
however it is not impacting on the energy content of the pasture at current levels.  
The lower soluble sugars reflect the overcast and wet days that preceded the days 
when the samples were collected. 
 
CO Comments 
Now is the time to check your three week submission rate.  Top farmers achieve 
three week submission rates of about 90%.  If you got less, consider heat detection 
management and management options for cows not detected on heat.  If submission 
rate is less than 81% seek immediate professional advice.  The three week 
submission rate and conception rate are key drivers for 6 week in-calf rate. 
 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2479 2622 2347 2143 
Rotation length (days) 22 23 32 24 
Stocking rate 2.86 2.78 2.48 2.58 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.74 2.01 1.66 1.84 
Milksolids kg/ha 4.9 5.4 4.1 4.2 
N  (kg/ha) - - - - 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 3.5 2 0 
Soil temperature (°C)  - 16.6 11.0 - 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 
Estimated 

60 68 45 50 

Rainfall 44 37 51 72 
Comments  1 pdk of 

silage cut 
20 ha 

silage shut 
6.8 ha silage 

shut 
 
NOTE:  The average cover for this week was estimated based on similar growth 
rates from the week of 12 November as the farms were not plated this week.



Pasture Growth Rates 
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Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
Pdk 14 10Nov 13.0 28.6 3.3 11.0 52.4 25.8 85.0 12.2 11.8 
Pdk 32 10Nov 14.0 31.4 3.6 12.1 46.3 22.6 >85 >12.7 10.8 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
N Grass 4 11Nov 24.4 24.2 4.1 17.9 43.3 22.1 >85 >12.7 18.3 
Os LG 11Nov 15.6 24.6 3.7 17.2 46.6 25.1 82.4 12.4 15.5 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
Pdk 58 12Nov 15.6 24.6 4.4 19.0 40.5 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Pdk 71 12Nov 18.0 20.9 4.0 22.5 39.5 21.8 >85 >12.7 17.0 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
Pdk 27 13Nov 14.0 26.5 4.5 14.2 43.4 23.3 84.0 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 28 13Nov 17.8 27.1 4.0 11.6 50.3 23.4 >85 12.7 13.2 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 



Westland Monitor Farm Project  
 

Weekly Update – 12 November 08 
 
General Comments 
 
The last 2 weeks have been relatively wet across all of the coast and this has been 
reflected in the growth rates.  It is possible that the growth rates may have been 
underestimated due to the large number of paddocks that were grazed in the last 2 
weeks between farm walks.  Where possible we have estimated the post grazing 
residuals and the Pasture Coach programme has calculated growth from the day of 
grazing.  With some farms on a 20 day round two thirds of the paddocks were 
grazing in the 14 days between walks.  Soil temperature has increased across the 
regions this week.  The range in temperature was 14.0 to 15.5 °C.  There has 
however been considerable day to day variation depending on the weather 
conditions as depicted in the graph below from the Ikamatua farm.  Rainfall in the 
week 27 Oct to 4 November ranged from 54 (Ikamatua) to 168 mm (Kowhitirangi) 
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Supplementary are similar to 2 weeks ago.  The Westport farm remains the only farm 
not feeding some supplement.  Silage has been harvested from the Kotuku and 
Ikamatua farms and both still have areas shut for conservation.  Paddocks have been 
sprayed out for regrassing and winter crops on the Ikamatua farm.   
 
CO Comments 
A rapid fall from peak milk production can indicate poor pasture quality.  If pasture 
quality drops, production will fall even though there appears to be plenty of pasture.  
High quality pasture has less than 20% dead material in the base, less than 10% 
seedhead and greater than 60-70% green leaf material.  To maintain quality aim to 
graze to a consistent, even residual of 7-8 clicks on the platemeter. 
 
Farm Summary 
 

 Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi 
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2657 2818 2295 2173 
Rotation length (days) 22 20 32 26 
Stocking rate 2.87 3.13 2.44 2.32 
Milksolids kg/cow 1.76 2.19 1.79 1.77 
Milksolids kg/ha 5.0 6.6 4.0 4.1 
N  (kg/ha) - - - - 
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 3 1 1 
Soil temperature (°C)  14.1 14.0 14.3 15.5 
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 61 68 40 46 
Rainfall 152 55 84 107 
Comments  7 ha for 

silage 
6 ha for 
silage 

 

Frost 



Pasture Growth Rates 
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Pasture Quality 
 
NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of 
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter).  The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling. 
 
Westport 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/

kg DM 
%DM 

Pdk 3 10Sep 16.2 21.8 5.0 22.0 42.1 23.1 >85 >12.7 14.3 
Pdk 38 10Sep 20.8 29.0 5.3 11.6 49.4 24.0 84.1 12.1 14.5 
Pdk  22Sep - 29.3 4.7 14.9 44.9 23.0 >85 >12.7 12.6 
Pdk 43 6 Oct 17.6 24.5 4.4 13.4 45.1 26.1 82.9 11.8 13.5 
Pdk 42 6 Oct 21.9 30.9 4.8 12.6 46.0 24.8 83.7 12.1 13.3 
Pdk 22 22 Oct 27.2 27.9 5.5 17.3 43.3 23.2 84.0 12.1 13.7 
Pdk 24 22 Oct 19.6 23.9 4.7 16.6 45.9 24.0 82.6 12.0 15.3 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
 
Ikamatua 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

White Pine 10Sep 16.5 28.6 5.7 18.8 46.7 21.1 >85 >12.7 16.8 
Bk And 10Sep 16.7 30.0 6.0 18.2 43.3 21.2 >85 >12.7 16.9 
2nd holding 22Sep 24.1 22.8 4.5 19.6 42.9 23.9 >85 >12.7 19.3 
Plain 1 22Sep 19.6 26.2 4.6 19.6 41.7 23.7 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Mid Nolan 3 Oct 18.6 27.0 4.7 13.7 45.5 23.1 >85 12.5 15.8 
Bk Payne 3 Oct 31.2 19.8 4.0 25.0 37.0 22.5 >85 >12.7 19.3 
N Grass 3 22 Oct 26.1 23.9 5.6 23.7 34.1 21.3 >85 >12.7 18.0 
Plains 4 22 Oct 25.3 23.5 5.5 23.5 38.4 20.6 >85 >12.7 12.7 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           



Kotuku 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid 
% 

SSS 
% 

NDF 
% 

ADF 
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM 

Pdk 21 11Sep 20.8 25.9 4.9 15.1 49.2 23.7 82.7 11.9 16.6 
Pdk 29 11Sep 16.2 24.7 5.1 18.7 47.3 23.1 84.2 12.4 18.9 
Pdk 19 23Sep 19.3 27.0 4.9 13.1 46.3 25.3 83.7 12.0 13.7 
Pdk 13 4 Oct 22.8 28.6 5.8 14.3 39.6 22.6 >85 12.5 12.3 
Pdk 30 4 Oct 14.6 30.9 6.1 13.5 39.6 22.0 >85 12.4 12.4 
Pdk 37 22 Oct 12,2 24.2 5.1 18.3 42.5 23.4 >85 12.5 14.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 22.3 23.3 5.1 23.0 41.1 22.9 >85 >12.7 16.1 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 
 
Kowhitirangi 
 
Description Date RPM % 

prot 
% 

Lipid
% 

SSS
% 

NDF
% 

ADF
OMD MJME/kg 

DM 
%DM

Pdk 2 12Sep 11.5 25.4 4.9 16.2 43.9 23.2 >85 12.3 13.9 
Pdk 6 12Sep 11.8 24.3 5.3 16.9 44.1 23.3 82.2 11.8 15.1 
Pdk - 24Sep - 24.3 5.1 16.5 46.4 23.6 >85 12.6 15.3 
Pdk 47 24Sep 10.8 21.9 4.4 18.8 46.6 23.2 >85 >12.7 17.8 
Pdk 16 5 Oct 12.8 22.8 4.1 16.9 44.7 23.6 >85 >12.7 15.0 
Pdk  5 Oct 18.2 20.3 4.2 21.7 40.5 23.8 >85 >12.7 13.8 
Pdk 30 22 Oct 13.7 23.2 5.1 13.9 42.7 24.8 80.0 11.2 12.6 
Pdk 44 22 Oct 14.4 23.3 4.8 13.1 42.2 25.3 82.7 11.6 13.4 
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 




