Westland Monitor Farm Project
Weekly Update — 28 October 2009

General Comments

Growth rates in Westport increased this week, Kowhitirangi remained the same but
Mirfin and Kotuku rates decreased. Average growth this week was similar to the
same week last season. Soil temperatures rose in Westport and Kotuku but
remained constant in lkamatua and Kowhitirangi. Only the soil temperatures in
Westport and Kotuku were higher than the average recorded this time last season.
Slight frosts were recorded in lkamatua and Kowhitirangi this week which may
explain the lack of increase in soil temperature in these regions.

The paddocks closed for conservation at Westport and lkamatua were harvested this
week. The Kotuku farm has 42 ha (9% of the farm) shut for conservation.

The quality of pastures samples collected 2 weeks ago were lower than those
analysed in September. Metabolisable energy contents ranged from 11.8 to 12.5
MJIME/kg DM. NDF levels were between 35 and 46 % which indicates high quality
pasture, however soluble sugar levels were relatively low. DM percentages on most
farms were only 14-15% which is in the low range for optimum cow intake.

CO comment

Mating is getting under way on most farms. Avoid diet changes if possible and if
using intervention do this early. Seed head emergence appears to be a week early
this season. Check your pastures by pulling out a couple of plants and opening the
stem to observe the presence/ formation of the immature seed head. At this stage
seed heads are still relatively palatable. Eating them before they emerge will keep
the plant growing strong for the rest of the season and help maintain pasture quality.

Farm Summary

Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2273 2426 2202 2139
Rotation length (days) 19 26 37 25
Stocking rate 2.88 2.74 2.69 2.40
% calved 100 100 99 100
Milksolids kg/cow 1.84 2.27 1.51 1.78
Milksolids kg/ha 5.1 5.9 3.7 4.0
N (kg/ha) - - - -
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 3 2 0
Soil temperature (°C) 15.0 125 13.2 11.7
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 82 60 38 57
Rainfall 50 32 22 63
Comments Slight frost | Slight frost
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Pasture Quality

NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter). The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling.

Westport
Description Date | RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/ | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF kg DM
Pdk 42 8Jun | 16.7 | 30.1 | 4.0 | 129 | 43.7 | 23.2 | 85.1 12.5 18.3
Pdk 9 8Jun | 129 | 263 | 42 | 17.0 | 398 | 20.7 | 88.2 | >12.7 | 175
Pdk 28 21Sep | 17.3 | 253 | 45 | 19.0 | 43.8 | 23.5 | 86.3 12.7 14.5
Pdk 23 21Sep | 28.0 | 209 | 47 | 216 | 459 | 242 | 85.4 12.6 16.3
Pdk 5 250ct | 158 | 304 | 52 | 124 | 445 | 24.2 | 84.9 12.5 13.9
Pdk 30 250ct | 15.2 | 227 | 45 | 147 | 443 | 24.0 | 81.5 12.1 154
Ikamatua
Description Date RPM | % % % % % OMD | MIJME/ | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF kg DM
Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 | 233 | 36 | 216|379 | 204 | 875 >12.7 18.0
Jacob 2 8 Jun 189 | 236 | 46 | 174|385 | 226 | 81.9 12.1 18.9
Jacob 2 21Sep | 20.1 | 266 | 53 | 226|378 | 220 | 89.1 >12.7 19.2
4 Newgrass 21Sep | 141 | 283 | 5.6 | 20.0 | 40.0 | 21.3 | 91.2 >12.7 18.7
Old Sheep 20 Oct
yards 243 | 222 | 53 | 141|448 | 243 | 82.0 12.0 18.2
Roadside 200ct | 175 | 20.6 | 5.6 | 18.1 | 40.3 | 23.6 | 823 11.9 16.1
Kotuku
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/Kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 33 10Jun | 134 | 282 | 42 | 124 | 465|228 | 85.6 12.6 14.3
Pdk 35 10Jun | 159 | 234 | 4.1 | 133|439 |24.0| 81.3 12.0 14.0
Pdk 22 22Sep | 12.7 | 27.6 | 5.2 | 18,9 | 40.0 | 22.2 | 88.5 >12.7 14.9
Pdk 38 22Sep | 116 | 28.8 | 56 | 16.6 | 39.1 | 21.9 | 88.0 12.7 14.6
Pdk 17 210Oct | 17.8 | 241 | 5.1 | 156 | 45.4 | 23.8 | 84.0 12.2 14.9
Pdk 20 210ct | 189 | 235 | 4.8 | 150 | 46.5| 25.2 | 82.0 11.8 154




Kowhitirangi

Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/Kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 22 10Jun | 157 | 239 | 41 |148| 444|216 | 854 >12.7 12.4
Pdk 28 10Jun | 13.3 | 286 | 4.8 |14.2 | 39.2 | 20.0 | 86.4 >12.7 12.4
Pdk 28 23Sep | 139 | 356 | 6.3 | 144|351 (214 | 913 >12.7 11.5
Pdk 11 23Sep | 11.2 | 29.0 | 5.6 |17.9|394 | 22.2 | 89.2 >12.7 11.3
Pdk 14 220ct | 11.7 | 265 | 58 |11.7 | 43.6 | 23.8 | 82.1 11.9 14.5
Pdk 3 220ct | 122 | 273 | 59 |144|353|224 | 83.9 12.1 13.6




Westland Monitor Farm Project
Weekly Update — 21 October 2009

General Comments

Growth rates increased considerably across the region this week. Last week we
reported lower average growth rates across the region this year compared with last
year however this trend has changed this week with average growth being 30 kg
DM/ha greater than the same period last year. Soil temperature rose in Westport
and lkamatua but eased in the other 2 regions.

The Westport and lkamatua farms now have paddocks shut for silage. The lkamatua
farm managed to harvest several paddocks over the weekend but plan to harvest the
remainder at Labour weekend (weather permitting). The feed wedges are looking
better for the Kotuku and Kowhitirangi farms. The Kowhitirangi farm is showing a
surplus at the top of the wedge and the Kotuku farm is close to balance date. The
higher average farm covers on the Westport and lkamatua farms is probably
contributing to the generally higher growth rates on these properties.

Production appears to have plateaux on all farms this week. The challenge will be
for these farms to maintain production while managing pasture quality through this
surplus period. In many parts of the country seed head emergence is 7-10 days
ahead of previous seasons so achieved a consistent and even post grazing residual
in the 1500-1600 kg DM/ha is important to ensure good quality pasture will be on
offer in the next round.

CO comment

Vets are reporting a higher incidence of bloat on West Coast farms this spring
possibly because of early clover growth in response to warmer temperatures.
Observe cows periodically for signs of bloating and don't put hungry cows into high
clover paddocks. Rumensin supplementation can prevent bloating. If bloat is an
issue on your farm consult your veterinarian and put together a bloat prevention plan.

Farm Summary

Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2401 2703 2074 2033
Rotation length (days) 20 26 38 24
Stocking rate 2.75 3.17 2.54 2.40
% calved 100 100 98 97
Milksolids kg/cow 1.81 2.26 1.48 1.75
Milksolids kg/ha 5.0 6.1 3.5 3.9
N (kg/ha) - - - -
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 3 1.4 1.0
Soil temperature (°C) 13.2 12.6 12.0 11.6
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 66 86 50 52
Rainfall 46 57 37 101
Comments
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Pasture Quality

NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter). The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling.

Westport
Description Date RPM | % % % % % OMD | MIJME/ | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF kg DM
Pdk 42 8 Jun 16.7 | 30.1 | 4.0 12,9 | 43.7 | 23.2 | 85.1 12.5 18.3
Pdk 9 8 Jun 129 | 26.3 | 4.2 17.0 | 39.8 | 20.7 | 88.2 >12.7 17.5
Pdk 28 21Sep | 173 | 253 | 4.5 19.0 | 43.8 | 235 | 86.3 12.7 14.5
Pdk 23 21Sep | 28.0 | 209 | 4.7 21.6 | 459 | 242 | 854 12.6 16.3
Ikamatua
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 | 233 | 36 | 216 | 379 | 204 | 87.5 >12.7 18.0
Jacob 2 8 Jun 189 [ 236 | 46 | 174 | 385 | 22.6 | 81.9 12.1 18.9
Jacob 2 21 Sep | 20.1 | 266 | 53 | 22.6 | 37.8 | 22.0 | 89.1 >12.7 19.2
4 Newgrass | 21Sep | 14.1 | 283 | 56 | 20.0 | 40.0 | 21.3 | 91.2 >12.7 18.7
Kotuku
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 33 10Jun | 134 | 28.2| 42 |124]| 465|228 | 85.6 12.6 14.3
Pdk 35 10Jun | 159 [ 234 | 41 133439 |24.0] 813 12.0 14.0
Pdk 22 22Sep | 127 | 276 | 5.2 |18.9]40.0| 222 | 885 >12.7 14.9
Pdk 38 22Sep | 116 | 288 | 56 |16.6]39.1 219 | 88.0 12.7 14.6




Kowhitirangi

Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/Kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM

Pdk 22 10Jun | 15.7 | 239 | 4.1 |148 444|216 | 854 >12.7 12.4

Pdk 28 10Jun | 13.3 | 286 | 4.8 | 14.2 | 39.2 | 20.0 | 86.4 >12.7 12.4

Pdk 28 23Sep | 139 | 356 | 63 | 144|351 |21.4| 913 >12.7 11.5

Pdk 11 23Sep | 11.2 | 29.0| 56 | 179|394 | 22.2 | 89.2 >12.7 11.3




Westland Monitor Farm Project
Weekly Update — 14 October 2009

General Comments

Growth rates eased in Westport and Ikamatua this week while remaining constant in
Kotuku and Kowhitirangi. After a good early start to the season with growth rates 15-
20 kg DM/ha higher than the same time last year growth has slowed in the last 3
weeks with 2 of these weeks recording average growth about 20 kg DM/ha/day lower
than last year. Soil temperatures rose again this week after a fall last week. Average
soil temperature is the same as this time last year. The Ikamatua farm recorded 4
frosts this week.

The Westport farm now has 8% of the farm shut for conservation. All the feed
wedges have tightened up this week with the lower pasture growth rates. The
Ikamatua farm is still showing a slight surplus but the feed supply situation on the
Kowhitirangi and Kotuku farms has tightened up in the last week.

Production is continuing to increase as more of the herd calves and the earlier
calving cows approach peak lactation. The Kowhitirangi herd is producing 1.7 kg
MS/cow/day with minimal or no supplement input. The Ikamatua farm is producing
2.27 kg MS/cow/day with 3 kg supplement in the diet.

CO comment

Mating is around the corner and minerals such as Copper (Cu) and Selenium (Se)
are very important for reproduction. Vets have been reporting generally normal
copper levels but low levels of Selenium (Se) in blood. If you are looking to reduce
animal health costs and administer only one mineral, Se is likely to be the best

option. If in doubt it is best to test the levels in your animals and follow veterinary

advice.

Farm Summary

Westport Ikamatua Kotuku Kowhitirangi

Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2351 2452 1956 1960
Rotation length (days) 20 27 45 25
Stocking rate 3.1 2.8 2.2 2.4
% calved 97 99 92 94
Milksolids kg/cow - 2.27 1.50 1.72
Milksolids kg/ha - 6.1 3.3 3.7
N (kg/ha) - 40 - -
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 3 2.5 1
Soil temperature (°C) 11.9 9.6 12.4 12.2
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 42 53 39 36
Rainfall 48 49 - 14
Comments 4 frost

recorded

this week
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Pasture Quality

NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter). The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling.

Westport
Description Date RPM | % % % % % OMD | MIJME/ | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF kg DM
Pdk 42 8Jun | 16.7 | 30.1 | 4.0 | 129 | 43.7 | 23.2 | 85.1 12.5 18.3
Pdk 9 8Jun | 129 | 263 | 42 | 17.0 | 398 | 20.7 | 88.2 | >12.7 | 175
Pdk 28 21Sep | 17.3 | 253 | 45 | 19.0 | 43.8 | 23.5 | 86.3 12.7 14.5
Pdk 23 21Sep | 28.0 | 209 | 47 | 216 | 459 | 242 | 85.4 12.6 16.3
Ikamatua
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/Kkg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 | 23.3| 3.6 | 216 | 379|204 | 87.5 >12.7 18.0
Jacob 2 8 Jun 189 | 236 | 46 | 174 | 385 | 22.6 | 81.9 12.1 18.9
Jacob 2 21Sep | 20.1 | 26.6 | 5.3 | 226 | 37.8 | 22.0 | 89.1 >12.7 19.2
4 Newgrass | 21Sep | 14.1 | 28.3| 5.6 | 20.0 | 40.0 | 21.3 | 91.2 >12.7 18.7
Kotuku
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 33 10Jun | 134 | 28.2| 42 | 124 | 465|228 | 85.6 12.6 14.3
Pdk 35 10Jun | 159 | 234 | 41 |13.3 439|240 813 12.0 14.0
Pdk 22 22Sep | 127 | 276 | 52 |189|40.0|22.2 | 88.5 >12.7 14.9
Pdk 38 22Sep | 116 | 288 | 56 |16.6 | 39.1 | 219 | 88.0 12.7 14.6




Kowhitirangi

Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/Kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM

Pdk 22 10Jun | 15.7 | 239 | 4.1 |148 444|216 | 854 >12.7 12.4

Pdk 28 10Jun | 13.3 | 286 | 4.8 | 14.2 | 39.2 | 20.0 | 86.4 >12.7 12.4

Pdk 28 23Sep | 139 | 356 | 63 | 144|351 |21.4| 913 >12.7 11.5

Pdk 11 23Sep | 11.2 | 29.0| 56 | 179|394 | 22.2 | 89.2 >12.7 11.3




Westland Monitor Farm Project
Weekly Update — 7 October 2009

General Comments

Growth rates remained high across the region this week although the lkamatua and
Kowhitirangi farms did grow less than the previous week. The Westport farm felt
their growth was higher than the farm conditions indicated. This may have been
compensation for a lower measured growth last week when the farm was plated in
very wet conditions. The general growth rate trend is very similar to this time last
year. The Kotuku farm appears to be starting to get some momentum with growth
and has been applying N fertiliser behind the cows for the last 2 weeks. Saoll
temperature eased across the region this week. The trend in soil temperature is
nearly exactly the same as this time last year. Soil temperature this week was, on
average, 1.5 °C lower than this time last year.

The Westport farm now has 8% of the farm shut for conservation. Both the lkamatua
farms are showing a surplus developing in the wedge, however the Kotuku farm is
still showing a deficit given the current average pasture cover and demand.

Production is continuing to increase as more of the herd calves and the earlier
calving cows approach peak lactation. The Kowhitirangi and Westport herds are
producing 1.7 kg MS/cow/day with minimal or no supplement input.

CO comment

Sustained high growth rates in several regions over the last 3 weeks have resulted in
surplus grass appearing. Management of this surplus will be critical to ensuring good
quality pasture is available in subsequent rounds. Delays in getting pasture ensiled
increases pressure on the grazing area and may result in poor quality silage and
slow re-growth. To achieve a target of 90% of the herd mated in 3 weeks, heat
detection must be the highest priority job, even prior to the start of mating.

Farm Summary

Westport | Ikamatua | Kotuku | Kowhitirangi
Average cover (kg DM/ha) 2460 2505 1887 1978
Rotation length (days) 25 27 45 23
Stocking rate 2.8 2.8 2.1 2.4
% calved 96 99 - 90
Milksolids kg/cow 1.70 2.28 - 1.72
Milksolids kg/ha 4.6 6.4 - 34
N (kg/ha) - 40 - -
Supplement (kg/cow/day) 0 3 3 1
Soil temperature (°C) 8.7 8.1 8.8 10.4
Growth Rate (kg DM/day) 62 66 40 35
Rainfall 30 67 38 57




Pasture Growth Rates

D
c
955§
S 5% 2E
X 0 £ 2 =
S8 9 g 68 3
N =2 X v ¥
++ *mv
M
1 T
O O O O O O o o
0O N~ O I < M N

(prey/naby) arey yimoio

- AReIN-0T
- 4dv-0T1
- JeN-0T
- 094-0T
- uer-0T
- 08Q-0T
- AON-0T
- 100-0T
- dos-0T
- Bny-01

- InC-0T

- unf-0T

Soil Temperature

\

- AeN-0T

-

L 1dy-0T

- felN-0T

- d94-0T

. RN

lkamatua

Kotuku
—¥— Kowhitirangi

- uer-o1

\/ ¥
—e—2008-09
—a— \Westport

- 99d-0T

- AON-0T
- 100-0T
- dos-0T
- Bny-0t1

- INC-0T

unfc-0T

Lo o Lo o Lo o
9\ N — —

(weQT 12 Wo Q1) aineiadwa] |10S




Date Read - 05/10/2009
Average Cover :- 2460 KgDMHa
Average Growth :- 62 KgDMHaDay

Westport

Date Read - 05/10/2009
Average Cover :- 2505 KgDMHa
Average Growth :- 66 KgDMHaDay

Ikamatua

I Biock 1
: I Block 2 3,600
M Biock 3
\ Grazing Window 3,400
3,200
3,000
2,300
2,600
2,400
2,200
2,000
[
& 1800
1,600
1,400
1,200
1,000
00
600
400
200
0
I I o O = = B O G - - < O
8 wom wom =] =] T & o oo L oE wom E own £ v 3 & ) I3
EEE RS EEENEEEENEEE N NN RN R NN
"peRniffcdiiaig  fRATe ZZaiFREafiigLialig
CEREEEN SRS D B L - SEozgEiz o2 i
L B (=N = -} @ = = 2 s & = B -
3 - - = o E = & E & o & = 8
z z ) &
Date Read :- 07/10/2009 K h 11 1 Date Read :- 06/10:2009 K k
Average Cover :- 1978 KgDMHa OW Itlrangl Average Cover :- 1887 KyDMHa OtU U
Average Growth :- 35 KgDMHaDay BAverage Growth :- 40
= o0 = o e TE R R
2300 2,400
2,800
2550 2,300
2500 2,200
2,500 2100
2400 2,000
2,300 1,900
2,200 1,500
2,100 07
2,000
Py 1,600
1600 1,500
1,700 1,400
5 1600 29300
z 3
51,500 1,200
1,400 1100
1,300
1,000
1,200
1,100 80
1,000 800
900 700
800 800
700 500
500 400
500
300
400
200 200
200 100
100 0
R
PEHEEREEFIABRAERYE LI 2R RSB 23 RNEAERERCRE




Pasture Quality

NOTE: We sample the paddocks immediately in front of the milkers, to height of
3.5cm (7 clicks on the rising plate meter). The RPM data in the table is the pre-
grazing clicks recorded on the day of sampling.

Westport
Description Date RPM | % % % % % OMD | MIJME/ | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF kg DM
Pdk 42 8 Jun 16.7 | 30.1 | 4.0 12,9 | 43.7 | 23.2 | 85.1 12.5 18.3
Pdk 9 8 Jun 129 | 26.3 | 4.2 17.0 | 39.8 | 20.7 | 88.2 >12.7 17.5
Pdk 28 21Sep | 173 | 253 | 4.5 19.0 | 43.8 | 235 | 86.3 12.7 14.5
Pdk 23 21Sep | 28.0 | 209 | 47 | 216 | 459 | 242 | 85.4 12.6 16.3
Ikamatua
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Schwass 8 Jun 18.0 | 233 | 36 | 216 | 37.9 | 204 | 87.5 >12.7 18.0
Jacob 2 8 Jun 189 | 236 | 46 | 17.4 | 385 | 22.6 | 81.9 12.1 18.9
Jacob 2 21Sep | 20.1 | 26.6 | 53 | 226 | 37.8 | 22.0 | 89.1 >12.7 19.2
4 Newgrass | 21Sep | 14.1 | 283 | 56 | 20.0 | 40.0 | 21.3 | 91.2 >12.7 18.7
Kotuku
Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIJME/kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM
Pdk 33 10 Jun 134 | 282 | 42 | 124 | 46.5 | 22.8 | 85.6 12.6 14.3
Pdk 35 10 Jun 159 [ 234 | 41 | 13.3|439 | 240 | 81.3 12.0 14.0
Pdk 22 22Sep | 127 | 27.6 | 5.2 | 189 | 40.0 | 22.2 | 88.5 >12.7 14.9
Pdk 38 22Sep | 116 | 288 | 56 | 16.6 | 39.1 | 21.9 | 88.0 12.7 14.6




Kowhitirangi

Description Date RPM | % % % % % | OMD | MIME/Kg | %DM
prot | Lipid | SSS | NDF | ADF DM

Pdk 22 10Jun | 15.7 | 239 | 4.1 |148 444|216 | 854 >12.7 12.4

Pdk 28 10Jun | 13.3 | 286 | 4.8 | 14.2 | 39.2 | 20.0 | 86.4 >12.7 12.4

Pdk 28 23Sep | 139 | 356 | 63 | 144|351 |21.4| 913 >12.7 11.5

Pdk 11 23Sep | 11.2 | 29.0| 56 | 179|394 | 22.2 | 89.2 >12.7 11.3
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